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W ith deep regret the Society notes the death of Mrs. Sydney 
L. Wright. "Kit" Wright was passionately involved with the 
affairs of the Society as was her husband Sydney who served as 
President of the Society. It was through the Wright's generosity 
that the Friends Meeting House was restored and given to the 
Newport Historical Society along with an endowment to help 
maintain it. Mrs. Wright's son Harrison is currently a member 
of the Board of Directors and continues the deep concern and 
active involvement in the Society which was a hallmark of his 
parents. With the Friends Meeting House, it is clear that Mrs. 
Wright's generosity will insure that the Society can continue to 
serve the community for generations to come. 
T he Society also notes with deep regret the death of Dr. 
William Reitzel. Before his retirement , Bill was the Director of 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. After his retirement, he 
came to Newport where he taught at the Naval War College. Dr. 
Reitzel was First Vice-President of the Society and helped the 
Society realize the professional standards toward which it 
should be working. 
Summer 
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THE NEWPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
The Newport Historical Society has maintained a library and 
museum of Newport and Rhode Island history since its incorpo-
ration in 1854. Three centuries of political, business and family 
manuscripts, including the early records of the Town Council 
housed for the City of Newport, together with important holdings of 
maps, prints, photographs, newspapers and maritime memorabilia, 
are preserved by the Society as are furniture, silver, paintings and 
ceramics which give it a representative regional collection of the 
American decorative arts. 
Incorporated into the Society's fireproof building is the 1729 
Newport Seventh Day Baptist Church. In addition the Society owns 
the Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House (1675) and the Friends Meeting 
House (1699). 
Hours: The Society is open to the public 
Tuesday through Friday 9:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
Saturday 9:30 A.M. to 12 Noon 
The Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House and the Friends Meeting 
House are open June 13 to August 30. Tuesday through Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Newport History solicits original articles on any aspect of 
Newport County history. All submissions will be considered by 
the editorial committee for publication. Obtain information from 
the editor at Society headquarters. 
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